RODUCT ION

This preliminary register of Australian tribes and hordes'is’intended to
provide a convenient classification and summary of cur present knowledge of the
ethnic groupings of the aborigines, as indicated by the sources.available to the
author up to 1938, and.- to call attention to the many gaps, inaccu“ac1es, ambigui-
ties and contradictions in the information with the hope that supplementary and
corrective data will be furnished by those who may now possess them or who may
subsequently be in a position to seek them. An ethnic map of the continent, de-
rived from the evidence herein, and a brief general discussion of the pnlitical
organization of the Australians have been published elsewhere (1) and should be
used in conjunction with the register. |

Although the list of tribes and hordes given in this register is as complete
as the evidence permits it is far from satisfactory. Collected over the course
of more than a century by:manv persons, most of whom either lacked proper train-
ing for such inquiries or were only casually interested in the records made, the
information varies considerably in importance and reliability. The difficulties
met in arranging such a heterogeneous mass of material into some semblance of a
unified whole are numerous and readily understandable. The more important causes
of confusion include 1. the great variation in the spelling of aboriginal names,
2. the lack of information on the meaning of these names, 3. the amblgunus de-
scriptions of geographical locations, and 4. the lack of a upified termlnology
for thF classification of types of ethnlc groups. -

In respect to spelling it often ig difflcdlt ta ascertaln'whether two or
more similar names are cognates or apply to different peaples,'or whether the
differences are actual and dialectic or fortuitous as. the. result of. the diffi-
culties of the observers in recurdlng properly aboviglna] wards.' In some instances
the geographlcal locatlens a551gned the namﬁs heln 1n reaph¢ng a d50131on.“,.

Another difficult nroblem is that of equatlng dlffmrent names applled to the
same tribe or horde. Except in the very few instances in which such equivalents
are reported sp901f1cally we h&ve only the 1ocations to gulde us..

The greatest dlfflculty is faund in the lack 6f ‘a ccn31stent termlnclogy...'
Suckh terms as horde (or local gvoup) trlbe, sub tribe, na+10n, language and i
dialect have been used variously and in some cases interchangeably. Often it
is @ relatively easy matter to determine what a writer may have in mind by the
facts presented or by their context, regardless of the terms he employs. In
other instances it has been- HEEEQSary fﬂr the author tﬂ camL ta .scme cnnclu51un
on the basis of carefully chosen criteria. |

Other factors being equal a - rppoﬁteﬁ gvaup has been a551gned the status of
a horde if it is described as chaﬂ&cﬁeriZed by one or more of the following:

1." A population of a less thdn fifty’ indlvlduals.ﬁ}_,

2. Political independence under leadeérship of a headman.

5. Possession of a definite territory with trespass regulation against
members of similar groups (excluding family hunting territories).

4. DMembership in a tritbe.

2. Whzen only extent of territory is given, a group which on the basis of

| estimated density of population in that region would number less than
fifty individuals.

(1) Davidsdn, D. S., An Ethnic Map of Australia. Sce Bibliography.

V-




Assigned to the status of a tribe are thase groups characterized by:
l. A population equivalent to that of several hordes.
2. Sub-divisions with political autonomy. | -

3. A large territory which, on the basis of ﬂstlmated denslty of population
of the region, would include the confines of several hcrde; or a UOpula~
tion equivalent to that of several hordes. -

4. ‘Occa51onally, in cﬂnJunction*w1th other criterla a group said to speak
- a distinective dialect. :

The -status of an aggregation is accorded any group sald +0 cﬂnsist of units-
which qualify as tribes, as above. L

In all instances in which reconciliations of evidence have been necessary
the effort has been made to give more WPight to the statements of persons known
to have visited a region in question than to reports based on hearsay or corre-
spondence with distant acquaintances. Thus the reports of professional field-
workers have been considersd as more accurate when in conflict with information
supplied by others. Undoubtedly there havelbeen,many injustices to the latter,
for lay observers in many'instances have had better opportunities to secure
accurate information than trained ethnologists who may not have visited all the
tribes they list in their records or place on their maps. An attempt also has
been made in a few cases to retain those names which have become more or less
established in the literature in sPite of the fact that phonetically they may
be at variance with more accurate recordings. In those instances in which there
have been no good reasons for prefering one spelling to another the more ﬂlmple
or the more sultable to Engllsh prnnuncidtlon has been favﬂrﬂd.

In the rﬂgister, itcelf, the ethnic tarms are arranged alphabetlcally by
~states. The first column: contalns the key to the location of tribes on the
ethnic map to which reference has been made. The location of the individual
hordes.is not shown on this map but two typical distributions are. .given on
smaller maps in the text of the paper accampanying the map. |

The second cﬂlumn contains all the ethric n&mes, the character of which is
shown in column three as Horde (H), Tribe (T), Aggregate (A), or accasionally
Linguistic (L). 1In respect to lingulstic terms information, is seldom sufficient-
ly detalled to 1ndicate any sppcific criteria for distlngulshlng dialect from
language. | T S Rt o

Column four contains the crass-*eferencea, cogﬂates,_pquivalent terms,'
descriptions of location, and other: partlnent infotmatiun.

Reference to authcrltlps are found in column five under abbreviations
listed in the bibliography. In resprct to any bonk'witb an index, to short
articles in which the information is ruadlly avallabl =D or ta papers contalnlng
maps, page references usually are omitted.
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