time.

In enses of severe defects, motorists could he
refused permission to drive away and would have
to nrrange for the vehicles to he towed away.

tations,

Aviaries were the most popular exhibit
and people aged hetween 25 and 40 the most
frequent visitors, with most visitors spending an
average of three hours in the park.

Warlpiri dictionary on way

The western desert Aborig-
inal language Warlpiri may
become one of 40 traditional
dialects to become enshrined
in written word.

‘The Warlpiri language could
be among a number of Aborig-
fnal languages the Iederal Gov-
ernment is funding to produce
written dictionaries.

The dictionarfes will be pre-
pared by the Australian Instiiute
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
[slander Studies (AIATIS).

A submission before the Abor-
iginal Affairs Minister Robert
Tickner named the Warlpiri
language spoken by Aborigines
in the western desert region of
the N'T as i possible dialect to be
translated.

The eventual 40 languages will
be selected by the AIATIS.

All 40 dictionarfes wlll have
both Kinglish/Aboriginal and Ab-
original/Kngllsh translations.

‘The 1ist of languages and dia-
lects include several no longer
spoken.

Mr ‘Tickner safd the $150 000
project was in response to stud-
ies showing a desperate need for
Aboriginal language materinls.

*“The 40 languages will include
a handful from capital city areas
which are no longer spoken,
researched from archives and
other historical sources,”” Mr
‘T'iekner sald.

“In some cascs the production
of the dictionary may be the first

time the language has
written down.’*

Mr Tickner sald there had
been a dramatic reduction in the
number of Aboriginal languages
since white settlement in 1788,
when between 200 and 250 Jang-

uages involving 700 dialects
were spoken.
“The maintenance, recog-

nitionand continued use of Abor-
fginal languages are an import-
ant part of retaining Australia’s
unique cultural heritage,”” he
sald.

Ile said Aboriginal languages
had made a large contribution to
Australian Inglish, particularly
in providing words for places
and animals.
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